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It is with sadness that we intimate the death of one of our Honorary Vice 
Presidents John Blain. 
John was a co-founder of our Branch (previously West Dunbartonshire 
Branch) and its first Chairman, in 1952. As one of 'Miss Milligan's boys', 
he gained his preliminary teaching certificate, at Jordanhill and then went 
on to gain his full teaching certificate. Appointed to Hermitage Academy, 
in 1947, he had been involved in local authority teaching of country 
dancing at Garelochhead and Clynder. He also taught the first Teachers 
Certificate class, in the branch, in 1956. 
In 1957, he was appointed head of the new Scottish Recreational Centre, in 
Largs. In 1958, in recognition of his work for the Branch, he was 
appointed Honorary Vice President. His new job however restricted his 
country dancing and he did not teach again. 
As we approached the 50th anniversary of the Branch in 2002, it was 
discovered that John was living in Gartocharn. He was invited to our 
Anniversary Dinner and subsequently, he accepted the committee's 
invitation to return to the Branch as an Honorary Vice President. 
We have been privileged to have John as one of our Vice Presidents for the 
last 6 years. 

23rd May 1922—27th July 2018 
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Letter from the Chairman 
 
Wow, what a great summer we’ve had! I hope that you 
have had time to spend in your garden or perhaps taken 
a short break away or have spent some quality time 
with your family. I’m sure, like me, you’re looking 
forward to the new season’s dancing classes and to 
attending dances in our local area and further afield. 
Please consult the back of the newsletter and our 
website for more details. Branch memberships are now 
due so please send your application form to Isabel Bone 
and, if you have not already done so and you are a UK 
tax-payer, please consider filling in a Gift Aid form. 
 
At our AGM in May several dedicated members of the 
committee retired. I’d especially like to thank Pam 
Fennell who has done an outstanding job as our 
Chairman for the last two years. Our Treasurer for the 
last 19 years, David Reid, also retired after giving 
dedicated service to Helensburgh Branch and I’d like to 
wish him all the best. I’m sure he’s looking forward to 
attending social events without the responsibility of 
paying the band, providing a float, cashing up and 
updating the accounts after the event. My thanks also to 
Helen Bain who retired from her position as Assistant 
Secretary – a position which she has very ably carried 
out since the departure of Sheila Crawley. This 
particular position is an extremely important one which 
ensures that Branch members are kept up-to-date with 
current dancing events as well as overseeing the Branch 
membership. Finally my thanks to Jane Warren who has 
been a very efficient Catering Convenor and to Irene 
Fairbairn who agreed to come back on the committee 
for a further two years. We welcome to the Committee 
our new Treasurer Anne Beavan, our new Assistant 
Secretary Isabel Bone and two new committee members 
– Marie Carrie and Jenny Trust as well as co-opted 
member Jane Warren. We are also pleased to confirm 
Joyce Devenny as our new accounts examiner. Without 
members volunteering to take on roles within the 
Branch we would not be able to continue and on your 
behalf I want to thank them for agreeing to be 
appointed. 
 
Our last function was our 40th Weekend which was 
extremely successful due to the tremendous amount of 
work which was done prior to the event by our 
Weekend committee led by Helen Cameron, our 
Weekend Secretary. The whole Weekend ran like 
clockwork and we were delighted to have record 
numbers attending made up by loyal returnees and new 
faces. We had numerous very flattering compliments 
from those who attended the 40th Weekend – well done 
to all involved in helping make the event so successful. 
It would be even better if more local dancers could 
support our 41st Weekend next April. 
 
We were all saddened to hear of the passing of Lis 
Fugler (former Branch Secretary) in May and John 
Blain (one of our Honorary Vice Presidents) in July. 

Both were extremely dedicated in different ways to 
promoting and supporting Helensburgh Branch over the 
years and will be sadly missed. Please see the 
dedications to them in this issue of Update. 
Finally I wish to wholeheartedly thank you for 
appointing me as your Chairman. I am both humbled 
and filled with pride that you are placing your faith in 
my ability to steer a steady course. I hope that you will 
join with me this session in participating in a hobby 
filled with fun which offers friendship and the 
opportunity to keep mentally and physically fit. 
 
Happy Dancing! 
 
Anne Thorn    Branch Chairman 

 
 

Junior Party 
 

The Tuesday and Wednesday Junior classes combined 
at the end of the dancing season to enjoy a finishing 
dance. Juice, biscuits and crisps were enjoyed at interval 
by the eleven junior dancers in attendance. Nan Dearie 
and Helen Bain came along to assist at the event. 
 
The dancers managed to dance eleven dances. The 
Tuesday Class particularly enjoyed dancing “Domino 
Five” whilst the Wednesday class danced their favourite 

dance “Petronella” and “The Duke of Perth”. The 
following dances were danced by everyone: Prince of 
Orange, The Gay Gordons, Leap Year, The Canadian 

Barn Dance, Highland Fair, Cumberland Reel, Jig to the 
Music and The Flying Scotsman. Everyone enjoyed 
themselves. Let’s hope that this encourages them to 

return for the new dancing season in September and to 
bring along friends. 

Helen Rodger  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Smile! 
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40th Weekend 
 
It has been an exciting and extremely busy year. 
Preparations for the 40th Anniversary Weekend began 
at the 39th Weekend in March 2017 when it was 
announced to the current dancers that next year would 
be a very special year for us as it would be our 
Ruby/40th Anniversary Weekend School .  They all 
took home flyers to remind them!  We knew of course 
that they would probably require a few more reminders 
so whenever and wherever we visited a different 
Branch/Dance we were armed with more flyers right up 
until the Greenock Ball on the 16th March this year by 
which time the Weekend was closed to further 
applicants and Morag had put a closure notice on the 
website.  I was now juggling with numbers for the first 
time ever and looking at the Halls we were using, 
wondering if there would now be a crush on the dance 
floor!! 
 
A sub-committee was formed towards the end of the 
summer as it was time to get down to business.  Roy 
Bain, Morag Irvine, Jane Warren, Irene Fairbairn and 
myself met on numerous occasions to make plans from 
designing the application form and tickets, VIP 
invitations, choosing table coverings and napkins, 
catering, anniversary cake, flower arrangements and 
decorations,  no alcohol  policy of Academy, archive 
material/photographs/memorabilia, costings/budget /
pricing, table plans, reception format to name but a few.  
The list kept growing each time we had another 
meeting, emails were flying and the telephone lines 
were hot! 
 
The other huge task was to send out application forms to 
all Branches, to previous visitors, local Branch members 
and friends of Helensburgh.   We also decided to invite 
as guests Helen Russell (Society Chairman) and her 
husband and Jean Martin (Society President).  This was 
duly done and in November our first applications 
arrived - this was really early and in fact the tickets had 
not even been printed!  Our guests also replied that they 
would be delighted to attend, Helen Russell offering to 
say a few words at the reception if we would like her to 
do so.  Roy and Helen took advance bookings from 
dancers they met at several functions and the St 
Andrews Ball!  As applications were arriving so early I 
decided to give Roy a house key while we were 
holidaying ‘down under’ over Christmas and New Year 
so he could check the mail for applications and  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

acknowledge receipt.  We received a huge response from 
dancers from all over the country from Thurso in the 
north to Bristol in the south – 30 different Branches in all.  
Jane our Catering Convenor had to return to the caterers 
on a couple of occasions giving them an update on 
numbers and checking with them that they could cope 
with the increase.  The Anniversary cake increased in size 
too!! 
 
We thought it prudent to visit the Academy to measure 
up, look at the layout both in the dining hall for the 
catering and decorations and the gym for decorating 
purposes too.  It was a very valuable exercise as we 
realised with the numbers attending we would require 
more room for dining as well as dancing.  We decided to 
use the larger area of the dining hall as it would be more 
suitable with the stage and red curtains for the back drop 
for the top table, it would also take more tables, provide 
more space and be a better setting up area for the caterers.  
We took photographs and drew a diagram for the next 
Committee meeting.  We also liaised with the Senior 
Janitor and booked the set up time of 1.30 to 3.30pm on 
Friday 6th April.  
  
We decided to bring forward the start of the Ball on the 
Friday evening to 7.00pm to allow time for a Reception 
with speeches, a Toast and cutting of the Anniversary 
Cake.  Sadly the Society Chairman, Helen Russell and 
her husband cancelled at the last minute due to ill health.  
Jean Martin, the Society President who was also a guest 
stepped into Helen Russell’s shoes and gave an excellent 
speech.  John Blain our Branch Hon. Vice President was 
present and he and Jean Martin cut the cake together.  We 
were all able to Toast the Branch with a glass of sparkling 
wine as Roy had received permission from the Provost, 
the Head Teacher and Legal Department for the no 
alcohol policy to be lifted.  
 
Before the dancing commenced John (Maccallum) and 
Morag (Irvine) arranged everybody into position for a 
group photograph.  The Ball followed with the wonderful 
lively music of Frank Thomson and his band. There was a 
great atmosphere in the hall everyone looking forward to 
the dance.  The programme had been especially devised 
to include The Ruby Rant, Anniversary Reel and The 
Rutland Reel a dance devised by Robert Senior one of our 
visitors.  At the interval Pat Clephane of Café Rhu 
produced and served a delicious 2 course Buffet Supper 
followed by coffee/tea and anniversary cake cut precisely 
by Ted Warren. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Assembled Company after the Reception 
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On Saturday morning Janet Johnston our very 
experienced teacher for the Weekend accompanied by 
the talented Martainn Skene on his keyboard, taught a 
large class (100).  After a warm up she put the dancers 
through their paces with dances she had selected which 
had connections to 40th Anniversaries.  She has 
marvellous teaching skills and an excellent repartee 
with the dancers. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed her 
class and returned to their accommodation for a rest 
before the evening dance! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The dance in the evening was also very well attended 
(145) including a few more representatives from 
Helensburgh.  Marian Anderson’s Band played her 
usual wonderful music including Janet’s Cup of Tea an 
interesting dance devised for Janet Johnston a few 
years ago.  The delicious and appetising finger buffet 
supper was prepared by Martin Rippon of the Ginger –
Bread Man in Helensburgh.  He had also made our 
Anniversary Cake and had decorated it beautifully. The 
raffle run by Helen Rodger and her helpers was a great 
success.  Thank you to all who contributed prizes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was decided to change the venue from the Osprey 
Suite in the Commodore to the Academy due to   large 
numbers who had booked (100) to attend the Coffee 
Morning/Talk on Sunday.   It meant that Janet Johnston 

accompanied by Martainn Skene this time on his 
accordion, had more space as she had chosen to teach 
Ceilidh dances with some historical background 
information.  It worked really well and far more 
dancers joined in than would have been possible in the 
Commodore. The dances she chose were all fun 
(especially Craigievaar Magic) and were very relaxing 
after a hard weekend of dancing! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suddenly the Weekend was over and we realised that 
all our hard work had been so worthwhile.  Many of the 
visitors approached us and congratulated the Branch on 
an excellent weekend.  We were informed that we were 
a very friendly and welcoming Branch and that we had 
obviously paid a great deal of thought and attention to 
the detail of all the arrangements for the Weekend and 
to the smooth running of it.   They would return home 
and spread the word to their Branch members and 
recommend to them the 41st Helensburgh Weekend 
School.  Morag of course had produced the flyers for 
the tables! 
 
I would like to extend my thanks to the Committee, the 
sub Committee and other co-opted helpers who gave up 
their time to make the weekend run so smoothly and so 
successfully. A special thank you to John Maccallum 
who used his artistic skills to produce the amazing table 
programmes and photographic memorabilia for the 
display boards. Thanks too to Dorothy Reid for her 
pancakes and beautiful flower arrangements which 
were much appreciated.  The janitorial staff also gave 
us a huge amount of help and support for which we 
were very grateful. 
 

 I could not have done without the huge support and 

help from the sub-committee members who were so 

forthcoming with suggestions, both helpful and 

constructive and their total commitment to the 

organisation of this very special event. 

Helen Cameron 

Heads Up! Toes Down! 

Let’s All Birl! 

Can You Tell Us Something About the Music? 
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Weekend Attendees: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TAS 
 
The TAS Spring Workshop was held in the halls of 
Helensburgh Parish Church on Saturday 28th April 
2018. 5 local teachers attended the workshop and 
helped with catering and clearing up. 
 
Just over 45 teachers attending including two 
teachers from Germany and four teacher candidates 
from Glasgow.  
 
Helen Russell (the current RSCDS Chairman) led the 
morning session which was entitled ‘Controlled 
Abandon’. Helen placed emphasis on good phrasing, 
sociability, rhythmic movement, light and shade, 
good energy and posture.   
 
In the course of this session a number of formations 
were practised, discussed and improved upon for the 
dances “Todlen Hame”, “The Bus Monitor” – which 
had a new formation in it called ‘Hello Goodbye 
Poussette’ and “Strathglass House”. Prior to the cool 
down, the session finished with practising the 
Tournee.  
 
After lunch, Margie Stevenson (Falkirk Branch) led 
a session called ‘Opposites Attract.’ Margie used 
various pairs of dances to emphasise different 
teaching points.  There were ‘Flexible Pairs’ where 
the formations introduced in simpler dances / warm 
up dances could then be practised in set dances.  
Examples of other pairings were ‘hands or no 
hands,’ ‘dancing with partner or not’ and dances 
with whole formations or half formations.   
 
The last session of the day was led by Jimmie Hill. 
Jimmie gave TAS members an update on progress 
with the ‘Festival Book’ project. Jimmie then taught 
a dance given to Margaret Ross (Inverness Branch) 
by Miss Milligan. Teachers then divided into smaller 
groups and were given guidelines to devise a dance 
that could be a possible entry for the new book.  
 
To conclude the session, George Meikle played a 
variety of distinctive Scottish dance tunes and 
teachers discussed the type of tunes Scottish 
schoolchildren should be learning to dance to. This 
has led to a follow up discussion on the TAS 
Facebook page re. whether or not children under 12 
should be taught strathspeys. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The TAS Autumn Workshop and AGM took place on 
Saturday 1st September 2018 at Broxburn. The focus of 
this workshop was Book 52 – a recent book of twelve 
dances published by the RSCDS. Over 90 teachers from 
Scotland and beyond attended the workshop – the largest 
gathering yet. The morning session was led by Eric Finley 
(North Ayrshire Branch). He taught the last 6 dances in the 
book. Music was provided by the wonderful Muriel 
Johnstone on keyboard. The afternoon session was led by 
Andrew McConnell (Ayr Branch). He taught the first 6 
dances in the book. Teachers were given useful teaching 
points to allow them to teach the dances to their own 
classes. 
 
The afternoon finished with the annual TAS AGM where a 
new secretary, treasurer and committee member were 

appointed. 

Anne Thorn 

Ferry Welcome 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To celebrate the new ferry service from Gourock to 
Kilcreggan Helen Bain organised a “Ferry Welcome” 
dance on the afternoon of Wednesday the 30th of May. 
Over 60 dancers enjoyed a varied programme dancing to 
the “best of the bands.” 20 of the dancers travelled by ferry 
(2 dancers travelled by two ferries—from Dunoon and 
Millport - whilst others travelled by car or the local bus 
service.  It was an extremely enjoyable afternoon of 
dancing which was made even more enjoyable due to the 
lovely sunny weather. The Cove & Kilcreggan class are 
running another afternoon dance in October. Please see the 
back page for more details. 
 
Anne Thorn 

2018   Visitors Local 2017 

Ball 140 106 34 78 

Class 100 71 29 58 

Dance 145 100 45 81 

Talk 100 71 29 58 

Welcome to Sunny Cove! 

http://rscdsleeds.uk/index.php?id_product=1050&controller=product
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Millport 
 

The small town of Millport on the Island of Cumbrae 
holds a dance class on the last Friday of the month, 
so Nan, Helen, Pam and myself decided to give it a 
go. Early start for Pam and I, as we had to travel to 
Kilcreggan for the first ferry to Gourock, meeting 
Helen and Nan at the Kilcreggan pier. From Gourock 
we travelled by bus to Largs, then by ferry to 
Cumbrae, and then bus to Millport. You may ask - 
are we mad? No we are not as we met up with many 
dancers from far flung distances like ourselves. On 
arrival at the hall we were treated to tea, or coffee, 
and a lovely piece of home baking. It was a lovely 
atmosphere and friendly class.  
 
When the class finished most of us walked along to 
Frasers bar for a pub lunch.  Most enjoyable with 
lots of chat. We then headed out to the bus stop to 
begin our journey home. A great wee day out. 
 
These wee trips then led us to deciding to go to their 
Dance Weekend. I was given the task of finding 
suitable accommodation for five people consisting of 
Roy, Helen, Nan, and Pam, and of course myself. 
Having successfully booked the upper part of a villa 
for self-catering for five days, our weekend was now 
extended, which was great. 
 
We set off for Millport on the 11th of May. The 
weather was not great but the accommodation was 
perfect for our needs, so everyone was a "Happy 
Bunny." Being within walking distance was very 
convenient, as this allowed everyone to have a little 
tipple! 
 
The band for the social dance was Mo Rutherford, 
and Neil Copland. They were very good. The dance 
was great - friendly, and full of fun and enjoyed by 
everyone. Fortunately the weather had changed and 
we walked home on a beautiful night, Millport’s 
famous twinkling lights were strung above us from 
the harbour to Kames Bay. A wee nightcap, and off 
to bed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We awoke to a stunning morning, had breakfast and 
walked along to the hall for the classes. Jimmie Hill, who 
comes from Millport, was taking the classes. We had good 
fun and again, coffee or tea and home baking. We were 
really spoiled. 
 
With the afternoon free, we went round to Fintry Bay to 
the cafe for lunch where we sat outside as the weather was 
so good. After lunch Roy, Helen, and Nan went for a car 
run up to the Inner Circle, where there is a great viewpoint 
- well worth a visit. Pam and I walked up over the golf 
course above Fintry Bay and down into Millport after a 
visit to the smallest Cathedral in Britain. We then headed 
back to sit outside at the apartment for G&T's all round - 
can't get any better. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had to be at the Newton Bar for the Buffet for 6.30pm, 
so no doddling. The buffet was top notch, and so well 
organised. We also were given two glasses of wine with 
our meal which was chilled to perfection. 
 
After a short walk to the hall we assembled for the Grand 
March. Again we had a most enjoyable evening of dancing 
to the same band as the Friday evening. We had by then 
made lots of new friends. A very friendly evening of 
dancing was had by all. We skipped back to Kames Bay, 
with lots of other dancers, on a high. Again it was another 
beautiful evening. 
Nice feeling next day as we didn't have to go home, we 
enjoyed lots of other events in Millport. 
 
We had such a lovely time that we are going back again 
next year. Thanks to Margaret and Jan for their hard work 
organising this event which we had the pleasure of 
attending. 
Isn't Scottish Country Dancing a wonderful association to 
be part of? 
 
Irene Fairbairn. 
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Lis Fugler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lis loved Scottish Country Dancing. Her enthusiasm 
was enough to persuade her husband John to 
accompany her to Summer School at St. Andrews 
and to attend numerous dancing weekends abroad. 
The first being in Madrid followed by others in 
France, Germany, Italy and Hungary. Always poised 
and elegant she was a great ambassador for Scottish 
Country Dancing. 
 
Marie Carrie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lis took over as Branch Secretary at a difficult time. 
Alma Traill had died in office and Mary McIntosh, 
who was Chairman at the time, took on the 
secretarial duties until Lis was elected secretary at 
the AGM in 1999. Lis was principally responsible 
for modernising the Branch as previously the 
minutes were produced by typewriter. Lis  word-
processed the agenda and minutes on a branch 
computer and e-mailed them to committee members. 
She was very creative and took on any task with both 
enthusiasm and pride. She was a great help to me 
when I became Chairman in 2000 and when I took 
over as Branch Secretary in 2003.  
Lis was a loyal and exuberant member of the 
Couples Class. In addition to dancing her greatest 
love, after John and their family, was gardening. 
 
Anne Thorn 

 

Memories 
 

The photos  below were taken at our 50th Anniversary 
celebration which took place in the Victoria Halls in 2002. 
This was a truly memorable occasion as our founding 
members Norah Dunn, Cath Twigg and John Blain were 
able to attend. Other members of the Branch who were 
involved in the early days were also invited: Lilian Meikle 
(former Branch Secretary) and Margaret Savage (wife of 
Tom Savage another former secretary of the Branch). The 
picture below was taken in the Pillar Hall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Norah & John dancing the Duke of Perth 

Cath Twigg, John Blain & Norah Dunn 

From L to R: George Rennie (Hon Vice President, Cath 
Twigg, John Blain, ? , Margaret Savage, Chris Mair, 
Alan Mair (RSCDS Chairman) , Lilian Meikle, Norah 
Dunn (Hon. President), Peggy Rose (Hon Vice 
President), Anne Thorn (Branch Chairman) and Jack 
Gregor (Hon Vice President) 
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Music—Camera—Action! 
 

You might have noticed at Branch functions over the 
past year or so that you can barely start a dance these 
days without a camera suddenly appearing at your 
side, ready to catch all the action and record it for 
posterity. We’ve always had photos and a few videos 
of course. John Maccallum in particular, has 
provided us with excellent coverage in both formats 
over the years (and continues to do so!) but getting 
them uploaded to the old website was a bit of a ‘faff’ 
and there wasn’t a lot of space to store them there 
either, so we really couldn’t have a lot.   
 
Technology has moved on in recent years though 
and one of the surprising benefits of the recent 
update and redesign of our website is that it now 
very easy to add lots of photographs and videos to it.    
 
Not only can my fellow webmaster Ian McDonald 
and I just drag files like photos, dance programmes 
and cribs from our computers straight on to the new 
site, we can also create clickable links to other 
websites too – websites like YouTube which was 
specifically created for videos. 
 
Having our videos uploaded straight to YouTube and 
then linked back into our own website serves two 
functions: it doesn’t fill up the still somewhat limited 
website storage space we have with big video files 
and, even more important than that, it lets our videos 
act as fantastic free publicity for the Branch because 
YouTube has a worldwide audience. If someone in 
Kathmandu wanted to watch a video of, for instance, 
The Sands of Morar, and they typed it in to 
YouTube’s search window our video of that dance 
would appear in the list of videos with that name.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which brings me on to how we choose which dances 
to video.  We’re very lucky in Helensburgh Branch 
to have several members who devise dances and 
when these appear on the dance programme you can 
count on them being videoed (unless we’ve already 
done it of course- we’ve got quite a few now!).  
 
 
 
 

We are rightly proud of such talents and want them 
showcased, and if I can get the deviser dancing it too, even 
better - in fact I’ve become quite shameless about asking 
for it beforehand! Partly this is because no one knows the 
dance as well as the person who created it so you are pretty 
much guaranteed a good performance, but mainly it’s 
because the video then becomes a kind of historical record 
in its own right, allowing the dancers of the far future to 
see not only the dance itself, but also the person who 
created it.   
 

As for dances not devised within the Branch, I tend to 

focus on the ones that either haven’t been videoed at all or 
only rarely, or which I think haven’t shown the steps 
particularly clearly.  I confess that initially this was for my 

own selfish reasons: I am still relatively new to Scottish 
Country Dancing and I use online videos myself to help 
me learn dances before a function, so it is frustrating if I 

can’t find a dance, or if I can’t follow how the formations 
flow.  

However, concentrating on the less recorded dances also 
has an added advantage for Branch publicity – if there are 
only one or two videos of a particular dance online we are 
more likely to get ‘views’ of ours, and if we build a 
reputation for good quality dance videos people will start 
to search them out, remember our name, and associate it 
with good dancing.  

 
An excellent example of this was the Strathspey Janet’s 
Cup of Tea which we danced at our Ruby Anniversary 
Weekend. We actually had lots of good reasons to capture 
this one on video: Marian Anderson who wrote the music 
was playing that night; Janet Johnston for whom the dance 
was devised was our Weekend Teacher and the video 
shows her dancing ‘her’ dance – and best of all, no one 
else had ever videoed it. Ours is the only version available 
on YouTube, so if you want to see how to dance Janet’s 
Cup of Tea you have to watch the RSCDS Helensburgh 
Branch video. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sands of Morar 

Janet’s Cup of Tea 
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Of course, anyone who has ever used the likes of 
YouTube or Vimeo to watch dances knows that the 
quality of dancing can be sometimes … variable, 
shall we say? This leads me to my most important 
criterion when choosing who to video and then 
which videos to upload to YouTube: ‘Is everyone in 
the set dancing well?’ I will generally choose to 
video a set where I know the majority are 
particularly good dancers and who don’t mind being 
videoed (which is very important – we will never use 
anyone’s image in either a photo or video for 
publicity if they don’t want it).  
 
Good dancers means I’m more likely to get a clean 
set with a good flow and clear movements. However 
it doesn’t mean I expect the dancing to be 
completely flawless.  These videos are recorded as 
they happen, at social functions, rather than being a 
specially recorded dem. team where everyone can go 
again when there’s a mistake, so seeing a couple of 
minor fluffs is no big deal, particularly if they are 
quickly corrected.  Any more than a couple though, 
or if the flow of the dance breaks down significantly, 
then that video will never leave my editing software.  
 
This is not just about safeguarding the Branch’s 
reputation as a provider of quality dance videos, it is 
about not embarrassing anyone either. Even the best 
and most experienced dancers can have ‘a senior 
moment’ and forget where they are going next in the 
course of a long evening of social dance, and it 
would be most unfair for that momentary lapse to be 
immortalised on YouTube for all to see.  I would 
hate it myself so I won’t do it to anyone else either.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memories 
 
 
 

Still, there are ways round everything and most dances 
have three or four rotations of the same set of movements 
so all I need is one full clean rotation plus a couple of steps 
to show how it all joins up to illustrate a whole dance.  
This is why most of our recent videos are generally only 
about a minute or so long, and it’s why I’ll keep recording 
until the final chord dies away – you never know until it 
hits the edit just what you can salvage.  Of course if it 
really can’t be salvaged (and we’ve had some of them too), 
well then there’s always the next time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So if you find yourself at one of our dances with someone 
lurking close by, camera to their eye and keeping 
unusually still (that helps with minimising camera shake, 
by the way) ignore them but smile as you dance down the 
set because the chances are you are looking particularly 
good – and be confident that if it somehow does all go 
horribly wrong, that no one else will ever know….  
 
You can find our videos in the RSCDS Helensburgh 
Branch website’s video gallery:  http://rscds-
helensburgh.org.uk/photos-2/video/   and on our YouTube 
page: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1kPu2VQ-
EtqfGTo2qtj_sg 

 
Morag Irvine Webmaster 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

John  - Caught on Camera! 

Charity Dance in Aid of CHAS 2001—Remember this? 

http://rscds-helensburgh.org.uk/photos-2/video/
http://rscds-helensburgh.org.uk/photos-2/video/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1kPu2VQ-EtqfGTo2qtj_sg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1kPu2VQ-EtqfGTo2qtj_sg
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We welcome any contributions for the next issue  by   
1 December 2018 

EDITOR  Anne Thorn 

TEL           01436 - 677474 

E-MAIL      am_thorn@hotmail.co.uk 

Branch Classes 

For Your Diary 

Autumn Dance 19 October         2018 Helensburgh Parish Church Màrtainn Skene 

Cove & Kilcreggan 
Afternoon Dance 

24 October         2018 
2pm - 5pm 

Cove Burgh Hall Best of the Bands 

Annual Ball 9  November      2018 Hermitage Academy George Meikle 

Members’ Dance 12  January         2019 Helensburgh Parish Church David Oswald 

Charity Dance 15  February       2019 Victoria Halls Ian Muir 

41st Weekend Ball 29  March           2019 Hermitage Academy Marian Anderson 

41st Weekend Class 30  March           2019 Hermitage Academy Teacher Angela Young 

41st Weekend Dance 30  March           2019 Hermitage Academy Glencraig (Nicol McLaren) 

41st Weekend Coffee 
Morning & Teacher’s Talk 

31 March            2019 Commodore Hotel Teacher Angela Young 

General  
Helensburgh Parish Church 
Mondays 
8.00 -  10.00  
Teacher:  Roy Bain 01436 842695 
Starts:       1st October 2018 
 

 Couples 
Helensburgh Parish Church 
Thursdays 
7.30 -  9.30 
Teacher:  Helen Bain 01436 842695 
Starts:      4th October 2018 

Junior Classes 

Other adult classes in the area 

 
Cove & Kilcreggan SCD Class 
Cove Burgh Hall 
Tuesdays 10.00  Teacher: Helen Bain 01436 842695 
Starts: 2nd October 2018 
  
Helensburgh SCD Club 
Pillar Hall 
Tuesdays 8.00  Teacher: Anne Thorn 01436 677474 
Starts: 25th September 2018 
 
Wednesday Morning SCD Class 
John Street Guide Hall 
Wednesdays 9.45  Teacher: Helen Rodger 07930156225 
Starts:  26th September 2018 
 
 

 
Thursday Afternoon SCD Club  
Scout Hall, John Street 
Thursdays 2.00   Teacher: Douglas Thomson 01436 679192 
Starts: 27th September for 2 weeks then  break until 25th 
October 2018 
 
Rosneath SCD Club 
Rosneath Primary School 
Thursdays 7.30   Teacher: Douglas Thomson for further 
information contact Aileen Couper on 01436 831602 
Starts: 27th September 2018 for 2 weeks then break until 
25th October 2018 

The Royal Scottish Country Dance Society, Helensburgh and District Branch is a registered Scottish Charity   SC024747 

Guide Hall, John Street   
 
Tuesday 
4.00 - 5.00    (5 - 10 yrs) 
Teacher:  H Rodger  07930156225 
Starts: 18th September 2018 
 

 Guide Hall, John Street   
 
Wednesday 
4.15  - 5.15   ( 10yrs +) 
Teacher:  H Rodger 07930156225 
Starts:  19th September 2018 
 


